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From the Editor

Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

Welcome to The Serpent Flame, a newsletter of Ordo Templi
Orientis (O.T.O.) in Canada. The O.T.O. is a Thelemic Order whose
members are united by their common interest in various traditions
of mysticism and magick. In particular, the O.T.O. promulgates the
Law of Thelema as given in The Book of the Law and the
associated corpus of knowledge and practices designed to promote
spiritual liberation from the forces of tyranny and superstition and
thus lay the foundation for the ideal of universal brotherhood.
The O.T.O. was founded more than a century ago and in 1 91 2 e.v.
Aleister Crowley, the Prophet of Thelema, became the National
Leader of the English speaking section of the Order, becoming
eventually its International Head in 1 922 e.v. In the process, he
transformed the O.T.O. from its original fringe-masonic
organizational and ideological form into a vehicle suited to
implement and promote the religious philosophy of Thelema as its
principal and overarching project. The O.T.O. is a hierarchical
organization and the individual’s progress through its nine major
degrees is conferred through a series of initiations. Those
interested in taking the preliminary degree of Minerval are
encouraged to express their aspiration by contacting their nearest
O.T.O. Body.
The thematic spectrum of The Serpent Flame is intended to
address a wide array of esoteric subjects and will include individual
essays, historical sketches, prose and poetry, visual arts, reviews,
local Body reports and relevant news and announcements. We
hope that its contents will be of interest not only to the members of
the Order but to Thelemites and people interested in esotericism,
the occult, and spirituality in general.
Enjoy! Happy Vernal Equinox and a new Thelemic Year!

Love is the law, love under will.
Frater Iskandar
Editor
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On Outer Kings and Inner Sages:
The Organizational Structure of the O.T.O.
as a Model for Self-Governance
by
Frater Iskandar
This is a slightly edited version of the address delivered at the Annual Meeting of the OrdoTempli Orientis – British
Columbia Branch in Victoria, B.C., 20th Sept. 2012 e.v.

Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.
It is often said that, unlike the A.'.A.'., the O.T.O. is not a teaching Order. And while this is to a large degree a correct
statement, there are many exceptions to it. There is a well-known fact that while the structure of the O.T.O. formally
resembles the rituals and, to a lesser degree, teachings of Freemasonry, the VII, VIII, and IX degree of the O.T.O.
contain theoretical and practical instructions not found in the traditional Craft. In particular, we are told that: “The prime
duty of [the IX degree] members is to study and practise the theurgy and thaumaturgy of [their] grade” (Liber CXCIV).
Aside from that, from the Minerval onward, each degree contains a number of both theoretical and practical injunctions
conferred upon the initiate within the context of their initiation ritual. Although these injunctions are typically not
formulated as actual directives for practice, in more subtle ways, and for those attentive to the symbolism of their
degree, initiatory teachings and doctrines provide an overall template into which a number of ritual and meditative
exercises could easily and naturally fit.
In the traditional culture of India, any focused and disciplined activity is considered a form of yoga. To spend two hours
in the garden every day, irrespective of weather conditions and one’s own state of body and mind, whether one likes it
or not, is from this point of view also a form of yoga. Aleister Crowley was aware of this functional approach to Yoga
when writing about it in the short text called “Postcards for Probationers” (The Equinox, I, 2). Defining Yoga as “the art
of uniting the mind to a single idea” he correlated Jñāna Yoga to Qabalah and “Union by Knowledge,” Rāja Yoga to the
Sacred Magic and “Union by Will,” Bhakti Yoga to Acts of Worship and “Union by Love” and finally Haṭha Yoga to
Ordeals and “Union by Courage.” Despite the fact that the initial explication of these correlations concerned the
students of the A.'.A.'., with a grain of salt these same principles may be applied to the work of the O.T.O. From such a
perspective, the focused and disciplined study of the suggested books and doctrinal teachings corresponds to the Yoga
of Knowledge, the devotional attitude – in particular with respect to the participation in the Gnostic Mass – amounts to
the Yoga of Love, and so on and so forth. And while each of these forms of focused activity may and should ideally be
actively pursued, often the student will find that her innate temperament is most suited to a particular form of thusly
conceived Yoga and this recognition may lead to more full engagement with its further mysteries. But my main point in
this regard is that a dedicated activity done with persistence and full attention, even as deceptively simple as a regular
participation in the activities of the local O.T.O. Body, similarly constitutes a form of Yoga.
From another point of view, the principal value of the O.T.O. relates to the creation of an alternative society. Since
every society generates its own conceptions of reality that are inherently and mutually shared by its members, in the
O.T.O. we similarly and willingly adopt alternative viewpoints, personas, forms of address and modes of behavior.
Psychological and sociological studies indicate that the change of one’s social environment and exposure to a different
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culture often leads to the experience of trauma and “culture shock” and the value of the O.T.O. lies in the gradual
method of altering of one’s mode of being and behavior and the slow adoption of different, consciously chosen, ways of
life devoid of the aforesaid trauma and shock. This slow growth, from the period of gestation symbolized by the degree
of Minerval, through the birth in 1 st degree, death in 3rd degree, resurrection and new life in higher degrees, assisted
by the rich symbolical structures of initiation rituals, is in itself a form of both teaching and practice.
I am especially intrigued by certain implications inherent in the structure of the Order, which amount to a form of
practical counsel of how to properly order one’s life. In one of our foundational documents, “Liber CXCIV: An Intimation
with Reference to the Constitution of the Order,” popularly known as the “Constitution” (The Equinox, III, 1 ), we are told:
“This is the Constitution and Government of our Holy Order; by the study of its Balance you may yourself come to
apprehension of how to rule your own life. For, in True Things, all are but images one of another; man is but a map of
the universe, and Society is but the same on a larger scale.” Those who have studied this document have probably
noticed that in its description of the three principal Grades of the Order – the Man of Earth, the Lover, and the Hermit –
and their respective fields of activity, the O.T.O . resembles the Plato’s Republic, comprised of the three classes that
roughly correspond to ordinary people, their protectors, and finally governors, the principal of whom is the Philosopher
King. This tripartite structure also resembles what the French scholar Georges Dumézil described as the fundamental
structure of Indo-European traditional societies, which according to him consists of food producers (our Men of Earth),
the warrior aristocracy (our Lovers), and the governing class of priests (our Hermits). (There lies a particular Mystery,
congenial to the style and ethos of the doctrine of Thelema, in the formal equivalency between the estates of Warriors
and Lovers – if we adopt Dumézil’s schema – but this is another subject, outside of the immediate scope of my present
exposition.)
But if in True Things all are but images of one another and if human beings and societies are maps of the universe, the
hermetic principle of “as above, so below” suggests that by the same token the society is but the map of the human
being. If the constitution of the O.T.O. is taken in that sense, then its structure provides us with interesting and
important implications. In order to clarify this approach to the matter at hand, I will take advantage of a text by a
traditionalist scholar Ananda Coomaraswamy, published in 1 942 under the title Spiritual Authority and Temporal Power
in Indian Theory of Government. The crux of Coomaraswamy’s analysis relates to the complementary relationship
between the Priest and the King, where the source of power of the King resides fully in the authority of the Priest. The
King expresses the Rule of the Truth (dharma); otherwise, he is simply a tyrant. What is particularly intriguing is that the
traditional rite of coronation in India had its base in the ritual of marriage: in effect, the King and the Priest would marry
each other, expressing through that ritual and in a symbolic form the union between the heaven (Priest) and earth
(King), while hierarchically, the feminine role adopted by the King signaled his submissive function with respect to the
governing role of the (ritually and symbolically) male Priest. And while these considerations have their own important
implications in an exoteric social sense, when taken esoterically, they amount to a counsel for self-governance. This is
significant because, once this is applied to the O.T.O., it provides us with stimulating suggestions. I will attempt to
further clarify this idea.
“Every man and every woman is a star” (AL, I: 3). Similarly, each one of us is the centre of our own respective
universe. Applying another metaphor, also common to The Book of the Law, each one of us is a King or a Queen. But
in what sense? Both Crowley and many other mystics were very clear in their insistence that this fact of royalty is
meaningful only with respect to self-mastery and self-governance. A King is a ruler and the essential form of rulership is
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the one exercised over oneself. Extending the metaphor further, we may also state that each one of us is also a
society, a city. Ideally, a human being is a City of God. Very often, however, we find ourselves in the midst of a “civil
war” within ourselves, torn between competing emotional and intellectual impulses, attractions, and aversions. In such
situations, it might be useful to think of oneself as of a kingdom that is harmonious only if all of its segments properly
perform their duties, ruled by the King, who in this case must be our highest principle, which is oriented not towards
any form of temporal power but instead towards spiritual source of authority. The King in us must be a servant to our
inner Priest.
Coomaraswamy tells us that in the Chinese society this relationship between temporal power and spiritual authority
found its expression through the metaphor of Outer Kings and Inner Sages. The King in each one of us receives his
crown only if he submits to the authority of our Inner Sage. Interestingly enough, the difference between these two may
also be symbolized by the difference between the function of the want and the will. To want something, to be oriented
outward, must be supplanted by the discovery and exercise of will. And while this is close to our hearts as Thelemites,
the question remains, in what manner can this distinction be made manifest? What are the practical steps that lead
from “I want” to “I will?” If to be a Queen, a ruler over oneself, one needs to ultimately serve one’s own Inner Priestess,
how is this accomplished? And what has all or any of that to do with our place in the O.T.O.? I suggest the following:
Coomaraswamy, as many others, draws a distinction between one’s true Self (which is no-Self really) and one’s
secular, ordinary, provisional self. In order to achieve the true purpose in one’s life, the self has to surrender to Self. “To
study Buddhism means to study the self,” wrote the 1 3th century Japanese Zen master Dogen. “To study the self
means to forget about the self.” In the context of the O.T.O., I suggest that the Order stands for the sacred Other, for a
symbol and image of our true Self. In order to become King, in order to rule – which we are very firm in arguing simply
means to serve – one has to forget about one’s own self and to treat the Order as one’s Inner Sage. Stated more
simply, by selflessly serving the Order, by studying its principles, by manifesting its wisdom, by cultivating brotherhood,
by recognizing the identity between the sacred and the profane, by testifying to the miracle of the Mass of
transformation – in other words, by forgetting oneself in the work of the Order done not in the spirit of ambition but of
service – one discovers one’s Inner Sage and becomes the true King or true Queen. For in True Things all are but
images of one another, and the structure of governance of the Order is no different and no other than the structure and
governance of its each and every subject. This is the secret of Karma Yoga, the discipline of selfless action, and this is
the secret of the governance in the Order: to rule means to serve, and by forgetting oneself in the work one finds her
True Self, and the Outer Kings become Inner Sages.
Love is the law, love under will.
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A Preliminary Sketch of the Early History of the O.T.O. in Vancouver, B.C.
The first initiations into Aleister Crowley's OTO performed in North America were conducted on the 1 7th April 1 91 5 e.v.
in North Vancouver, BC, Canada. The address was 1 352 Lonsdale Avenue. There were seven candidates who were
made Minervals on that date (4 Sisters and 3 Brothers). There were two officers, one of whom was C.S. Jones (known
as Frater Achad), at some point considered to be Crowley's Magical Son. In 1 91 6 e.v., Jones was appointed the
honorary X degree (i.e. National Grand Master) for the Dominion of Canada.
Frater Achad is generally known for his literary output that still generates a good deal of interest and controversy, such
as his reversing the order of the paths on the Tree of Life and his proclamation of the advent on the Aeon of Ma'at
(superseding the Aeon of Horus adumbrated in The Book of the Law) on April 2nd (Jones' birthday) 1 948 e.v. After
some time spent in the US, resulting in his falling out with Crowley, Jones returned to B.C. and spent the rest of his life
in Deep Cove, a suburb of North Vancouver. Jones was a friend and sort of an occult mentor to the writer Malcolm
Lowry, who lived in a squatter shack in the nearby Dollarton. Achad died in 1 950 e.v. and his unmarked grave is
located in North Vancouver.
One of the candidates made Minerval on that occasion was W.T. Smith, who was similarly one of the luminaries of the
early phase of Thelema and OTO in North America. Smith is known for a bizarre episode, where Crowley suggested,
based on Smith's natal chart, that he was not a man but a God. Crowley composed Liber Apotheosis as a document
delineating a course of action as a result of which Smith was supposed to discover the identity of the God that was
incarnated in him. The operation ended up in failure and it is debatable that Crowley ever intended this while enterprise
in a serious manner. All the controversy aside, Smith spent his life as a dedicated Thelemite. Those interested in his life
as well as in the early history of North American OTO should read Starr's biography of Smith mentioned in the
references.
The above mentioned Minerval Initiations marked the establishment of British Columbia Lodge No. 1 . The Lodge was
visited by Crowley himself on October 1 9th 1 91 5. On April 30th 1 91 8, the Lodge was renamed as Agapae Lodge, with
Smith as the Lodgemaster. The address , which was also Smith's home, was 1 38-1 3th Street East, North Vancouver.
The Lodge did not continue with its work for a long period, however, since its main officers relocated to the USA,
establishing eventually Agapae Lodge in California (at various locations). Agape Lodge will, after a hiatus, eventually
become the Grand Lodge of the U.S.A. in the period between 1 985 and 1 996 e.v., after which the name was changed
to U.S. Grand Lodge, the official newsletter of which was named Agape.
References:
• Martin P. Starr, The Unknown God: W.T. Smith and the Thelemites (Bolingbrook: Teitan Press, 2003).
• http://www.thelemapedia.org/index.php/Agape
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BODY REPORTS
AMON RA LODGE
TORONTO - ONTARIO
O.T.O. in the Valley of Toronto
Past and Present
Anno IVxx Sol 1 4° Pisces, Luna 1 0° Sagittarius
Dies Lunæ
Monday, March 04, 201 3 e.v. 9:57 AM
Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

opportunity to establish a new more promising
reputation.”
At the second meeting of Konx Om Pax Encampment
on the Vernal Equinox Saturday March
20th 1 982e.v., the Encampment Master, Frater
AlephTao announced that he would be applying to
Grand Lodge for Chapter status as Amon-Ra Chapter.
(Chapter was the term for Oasis at this time). And so
were the beginnings of Amon-Ra Lodge.

It is worthy of mention that under the leadership of
It is May 1 906e.v. and Aleister Crowley arrives by train Frater AlephTao, by 1 985e.v. Amon-Ra Oasis had
grown in numbers and resources to make a significant
in Toronto. In The Confessions he remarks:
contribution to the development of the growing magickal
“Toronto as a city carries out the idea of Canada as a consciousness in the Valley of Toronto. In that year,
Amon-Ra Oasis brought Robert Anton Wilson, cocountry. It is a calculated crime both against the
author of The Illuminatus Trilogy to Toronto. The Oasis
aspirations of the soul and the affections of the heart.”
hosted his lecture at the Toronto Reference Library on
At a latter time Crowley softened his opinion and said of September 7th 1 985e.v. and his seminar the following
day at the Ontario
us that
Institute for Studies in Education.
“Toronto makes Sunday in a Scotch village seem like a
On March 1 st 1 994, Frater AlephTao took a leave of
hashish dream.”
absence as Master of Amon-Ra Oasis and passed on
So, we make no claim to be perfect. Anyway, moving the torch. Since then under a succession of Masters,
Amon-Ra has grown from an Oasis into to a Lodge.
forward 75 years.
Fast forwarding to 201 3e.v. At the present time AmonOn Sunday August 23rd 1 981 e.v., Frater AlephTao Ra Lodge is undergoing a renaissance within the
makes application to Hymenaeus Alpha to establish the Thelemic community of Toronto, as is our National Body
the first O.T.O. Body in the Valley of Toronto. Shortly in the Thelemic community of Canada.
thereafter a Charter is granted for Konx Om Pax
Encampment. The first meeting occurs on Sunday As we go forward into the 2nd Century of the Aeon of
February 1 4th 1 982e.v. The Encampment Master, Horus, I have the greatest optimism concerning the
Frater AlephTao, not to be discouraged by the words of growth and development of Amon-Ra Lodge and this is
the Master, addressed Aleister Crowley’s rather based on the leadership of our current Lodge Master
unflattering opinion of Toronto and went on to say “that Sha’ar Elohim, the dedication of our core of officers,
Frater Elrich Lodge
we now have an
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Secretary, Frater Philodox Lodge Treasurer, Frater 71 7
Editor of The Athanor & Frater AL H-ShMATh Gnostic
Mass Co-ordinator and certainly not least the
enthusiasm and support of our Members. Our current
activities include Initiations, celebration of all major
Thelemic holidays & feasts, regular workshops on the
Gnostic Mass in preparation of the creation of two Mass
Teams, publication of our journal The Athanor, lecture
series and seminars (including guest speakers) on
Thelema and the Western Esoteric Tradition, social
events, and a film society.
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DAUGHTER OF SUNSET LODGE
VANCOUVER - BRITISH COLUMBIA
Greetings and Salutations from Beautiful British
Columbia, the Valley of Vancouver.
Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.
For the first issue of The Serpent Flame I would like to
introduce Daughter of Sunset Lodge to our Brothers
and Sisters in Canada.

Not too shabby for “a calculated crime both against the The beginning of the Lodge originated somewhere in
aspirations of the soul and the affections of the heart.”
1 999 e.v., when the Body Master of Hadit Oasis
resigned and a few remaining initiates decided to
Love is the law, love under will.
continue with the work. At that time the name of the
Oasis was changed and Daughter of Sunset Oasis was
Yours Fraternally - In the Bonds of the Order
founded in May 2000 e.v. Since then, slowly but firmly,
Frater O, aka Beelzebub on the Wall
the Oasis has been establishing itself as a strong
representative of the Order in the Valley of Vancouver.
During the first number of years, the Oasis organized all
its activities, including Gnostic Masses, lectures, ritual
workshops and the Initiation Rituals of the Man of the
Earth from 0 through III Degree of the Order, in the
private homes of its members. There is a Magick to it,
which is hard to describe, when you transform your
living room into the Temple for the Gnostic Mass and
Initiation Rituals, when you open your home to your
Brothers and Sisters to celebrate together the mysteries
of our Order. That Magick creates a strong and intimate
bond between the members, which, I am proud to say,
is still present and which we continue to treasure today.
At some point in 2009 e.v. we decided to open our
activities to the public. To that end we redesigned our
website on which we placed a calendar where, since
then, every month we publicly announce our events. We
also started renting, on an hourly basis, space for
performances of our Gnostic Masses, Initiations Rituals
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and the presentations of some lectures. Over the last
few years we have also organized a number of lectures
and book signing events with guest speakers—Richard
Kaczynski, Lon Milo Du Quette, and Daniel J. Gunther.
In May 201 2 e.v. the Daughter of Sunset Oasis was
promoted to the Lodge status.
Today the Lodge’s monthly schedule includes two public
Gnostic Masses, Thelemic Choir, and Meditation Group
meetings, a public lecture or a ritual workshop, and from
time to time, as required, Initiation Rituals. Our lectures
facilitate our ongoing education about Thelema through
presentations on various related topics and discussions.
“De Cultu” Workshops provide a basic instruction in
ritual and meditation. We also know how to party, which
we do in celebration of some of our Thelemic Holidays.
A few of our members hold charters to initiate from
Minerval through the Third Degree of the OTO, and the
Lodge is fully equipped to perform all Initiation Rituals of
the Man of the Earth Triad.
Although over the years a good number people have
received their O.T.O. Degrees at our Body, currently the
Daughter of Sunset Lodge has 1 9 active members who
continue to work and often transform rented spaces into
ritual grounds and thereby create that Magick, which we
now share with everyone who comes as, we believe, it
is our share in fulfilling one of the aims of the O.T.O. of
“realizing the world-old dream of the Brotherhood of
Man”.
Love is the law, love under will.
Fraternally in the Bonds of the Order,
Frater Ouroboros
Body Master of
the Daughter of Sunset Lodge
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MYSTIC ROSE OASIS
MONTRÉAL - QUÉBEC
Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.
Local Body Report – Mystic Rose Oasis – Montréal,
Québec
Mystic Rose Oasis was chartered in 2005 e.v. as a
successor body to Phoenix Lodge in Montréal. The
Lodge Officers having taken a sabbatical, and after a
period of reflection, decided to resume activities in the
Valley of Montréal. The new Oasis had had occasional
initiations, but at the behest of some old time members
we decided to resume a regular schedule of meetings
and initiations.
Since the summer of 201 2 e.v. we’ve held a monthly
Lodge Meeting and several special events and
initiations. Our regular monthly meeting is held at a
central location in Downtown Montréal. By arrangement
we have this venue for a year. We are now
approximately 1 2 active members and although not
actively recruiting have attracted five or six candidates
that joined our ranks.
In November we held a successful semi-public event to
celebrate the 1 00th Anniversary of the M.M.M. The
event was well received and enjoyed by all present. We
set up a ritual space, a series of stations with artworks,
books, a slide presentation and a buffet of MiddleEastern food. We held a private Lodge opening, two
papers and a PowerPoint presentation on the History of
the O.T.O. and the development of M.M.M. were
delivered. The venue was then opened to the members
of the public that had shown interest in our work by
contacting us on the Ordo Templi Orients – Montreal
Facebook page and by word of mouth, after the
PowerPoint presentation the members of the public
were free to visit the exhibits and ask any questions
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they had. We have resumed the regular working of all
VICTORIOUS CITY LODGE
the degrees and have worked to date the Mineval (0°),
VICTORIA - BRITISH COLUMBIA
I°, and II°. We are planning III° for the end of April. The
long time goal is to set up a dedicated space and train a VICTORIOUS CITY LODGE: A brief overview of a long
couple Mass Teams. I wish to thank Frater Asclepios, history
Frater Liber as well as Soror Simorgh who’ve
contributed by their excellent work as Lodge Officers.
Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.
For further information you may contact our Oasis
Secretary: fraterliber@gmail.com
Love is the law, love under will.
Frater S.’.
Oasis Master

Artwork by Shaena D. (Mystic Rose Oasis)

The Victorious City Lodge was chartered as a Lodge in
Victoria, B.C. in July 1 989 e.v. Over the years it has
been a hub of E.G.C. and O.T.O. activities ranging from
numerous private and public Gnostic Masses to an
abundance of Man Of Earth & Lovers triad initiations. It
has also been the centre for a wide range of magick
classes as well as many memorable parties and special
events. Originally Island Oasis, V.C.L. has been home
to the largest body of members in Canada as well as
the longest running active Canadian O.T.O. body in
recent decades. No long-standing Lodge has ever been
without growing pains and occasional struggles, but
over time the maturation of its most devoted members
has kept this Lodge together as a cohesive structure
worthy of its history and its accomplishments.
For the first 1 3 years, V.C.L. activities were largely held
at the temple and home of its founding members. From
mid 1 999 to early 2007 the Lodge became the parent
body of Circle of Stars Oasis, and the OTO in Victoria
enjoyed the use of a 20 by 60 foot temple complete with
a tall ceiling, known as Nu Temple, located in the core of
downtown at Victoria’s Market Square. Close to 200
Masses were performed there as well as numerous
initiations. After the closing of Nu Temple the growing
momentum dwindled, the Circle of Stars was closed,
and the activities of the Lodge remained consistent
although it no longer accommodated large gatherings.
In the autumn of 2011 e.v. the former Oasis Master of
Circle of Stars took the helm as the new Lodge master
for V.C.L. A new secretary and new treasurer were also
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appointed. The membership revived, and many older
members reactivated, swelling our numbers to over 25
active Lodge members. 201 3 marks a new and hopeful
era for the Lodge. Having recovered from our
transition, our focus now is on once again establishing
the Gnostic Mass as our regular practice and central
ritual. Thanks to the efforts of several senior members
of the Lodge, a full scale temple equipment building
project has been launched. The purpose of this project
is to provide sturdy, easily transportable Gnostic Mass
equipment that can be easily stored and moved in an
average sized vehicle. The motto still holds true: if you
build it they will come. The Gnostic Mass has proven
itself a strong draw, and is an excellent way to attract
new members.
Love is the law, love under will.
Soror L.I.T.L. – L.U.W.

Artwork by Shaena D. (Mystic Rose Oasis)
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A true Sage leads
from the back of the line.
Losing himself,
along the Way.
Satisfied, still tormented
with ten thousand burning desires,
he winds along the Way
straight and narrow,
towards that Eden,
so sought by the world-weary,
and the wise.
Found only by those,
who collapse in defeat,
give up the Ghost,
and find Nirvana
where they fall.
Not to touch the Earth
In certain primitive societies, those born, who were considered divine, were suspended in indoor hanging cages, lest
the sun should shine upon their head, or the earth touch their feet, soiling their divinity. Such is the attitude of the
ascetic, to this day, who aspires to attain a higher spiritual consciousness through the denial of self and the ways of the
world. It is perplexing indeed that the yogi should seek to become one with all things through isolation, and in truth,
renunciation is only the first step towards self-mastery. Once achieved, Nirvana must be abandoned, in favor of
returning from the mountain to the village to practice tantra, where one experiences the world, and all of its desires in
full awareness, without becoming a slave to desire. One must be able to feast one day and to fast the next, for herein
lies the middle path as taught by Buddha, and the Tao of Lao Tzu.

Bodhi Tree
A young man, once in India, who was to become the Buddha, had retired from the village, and the life of the world, to
reach enlightenment beneath a Bodhi Tree. Each day, for many moons, he sat in his asana, fasting, watching his
breath, chanting Aum silently in his mind. His hair had grown down into dreadlocks, past his shoulders, which matched
his long, unkept beard, so long had he been sitting. One day, while he was sitting, a butterfly chanced to land upon his
nose, arousing him from his meditation, with the tickle of it's light touch. When his eyes fluttered open, his gaze
became fixed upon a cow across from him in the pasture, and like him, it had left the rest of the herd, in order to be
alone. It was lying on its side, breathing shallowly, as it was soon to die. He watched with intent as the chest of the cow
rose, fell, then came to rest, and in that instant the spirit of life entered into him truly for the first time. He immediately
arose and returned to the village, full of laughter, lightness, and wisdom, for he had been born back to life, and was
dead no longer.
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Grace
He turned to me as we walked, and spoke thus, "The power of consciousness is great, and must be used wisely, for it
hath the means to create, as well as destroy." I could not help but notice the careless grace of his movements, and
becoming suddenly conscious of my clumsy steps, I stumbled upon a rock in the road, falling into a vendor's cart and
spilling his merchandise all about. Chaos ensued, the merchant and I scrambling frantically to pick everything up, while
thieves made off with the rest. After, I turned to my master to say, "I fear this power of consciousness, lest it ruin me, for
when I focused upon my foot, I tripped, creating the bad karma I have just sewn for myself. Surely I would be wiser to
remain in ignorance, lest your wisdom ruin me." My Guru laughed wholeheartedly, who had been smiling to himself the
whole while and said to me, "Forgive and forget, and there will be no karma, it is our own guilt which calls upon
misfortune. Your mistake was to focus only upon your foot, in doing this, you fell out of union, and lost your balance
with all things, when your consciousness is able to contain all things, your will possess grace unbeknownst to you."

Aham Yogi Abraxas
Victorious City Lodge

Artwork by Shaena D. (Mystic Rose Oasis)
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BOOK REVIEWS
Forgotten Templars: A Review
Richard Kaczynski's Forgotten Templars: The Untold Origins of Ordo Templi Orientis (201 2) is a major new contribution
towards the early history of the Order. Brother Kaczynski is of course mostly known for his superbly researched
biography of Aleister Crowley, Perdurabo, and in this new book he again presents a wealth of information and historical
facts. The biographical focus of Forgotten Templars are what Kaczynski calls "The Key Players" - Henry Klein, Theodor
Reuss, Franz Hartmann and Carl Kellner, but the book contains much more. The cultural background behind the
emergence of the O.T.O. is explored in minute detail and we learn a great deal about the rites and principles of various
esoteric Orders that eventually converged into Ordo Templi Orientis. This is a much more dense read than Perdurabo
as the methodology relies more heavily on principles of historical scholarship. Anyone interested in the history of the
O.T.O. and in the conditions and transformations of esoteric subculture at the turn of the 20th century will find in this
book a goldmine of relevant information. Keep in mind, however, that this is a study of pre-Crowley O.T.O. and if your
interest is primarily in him, this may not be your cup of tea, even though this work describes the foundation upon which
he built his Thelemic reconstruction of the Order. Forgotten Templars is privately published in a limited number of
copies, so the interested reader should be aware of that.
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In the Center ofthe Fire: A Review
"The road of excess leads to the palace of wisdom," wrote William Blake, a Saint in the Gnostic Catholic Church (EGC)
of the OTO. In the Center of the Fire: A Memoir of the Occult, 1966-1989 (Ibis Press, 201 2), the new book by the
prolific James Wasserman, almost reads as an extensive meditation on the above maxim. It is a candid account of one
man's search for occult wisdom and spiritual enlightenment along principle's of Thelema, amidst the background of
social and cultural changes in America on one hand and the reality of personal substance abuse on the other.
Wasserman has eventually come to embrace sobriety and abstinence from intoxicants - but the price paid for this
palace of wisdom was high, resulting in damage to or loss of many social and amorous relationships, including the
death of his closest friend from a heroin overdose. As a result of these and similar experiences, the OTO has adopted
a strict policy of not allowing any drugs at its official functions, while the failure to comply with this policy is grounds for
possible expulsion from the Order. Wasserman's memoir, aside from its value as a personal document, provides also a
wealth of information concerning the early history of the OTO during the Hymenaeus Alpha's tenure as the Head of the
Order and its transition to its current leadership.
Perhaps the most interesting parts of the book concern the author's relationship with Marcelo Motta and the A.'.A.'.
Based on Wasserman's account, the long lasting confusion concerning legitimacy, involving both of these two Orders,
was based on Motta's erroneous perception that his undisputed succession as Karl Germer's "follower" in the A.'.A.'.
gave him an automatic position as the Head of the OTO, of which he was not even a member. In the Center of the Fire
has its flaws, in particular in the author's selection of the events described, where some of them might have been of
personal significance but are not of general import, but as a firsthand account documenting an important phase in the
development of the contemporary Thelemic movement, it is of great interest and is highly recommended.
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Mass Poster by Soror Tournesol (DOS Lodge)
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National Officers and Local Body Contacts

O.T.O. Canada

http://www.oto-canada.org
• Frater Superior's Representative, Frater Iskandar fsr@oto-canada.org
• O.T.O. Canada Secretary, Soror L.I.T.L. - L.U.W. secretary@oto-canada.org
• O.T.O. Canada Treasurer, Frater Mercurius treasurer@oto-canada.org
• O.T.O. Canada Quartermaster, Soror Laylah quartermaster@oto-canada.org
See also the International O.T.O. website: http://www.oto.org/

Local Bodies
British Columbia
Victoria - Victorious City Lodge
• http://vcl-oto.org/
• info@vcl-oto.org

Vancouver - Daughter of Sunset Lodge

• http://www.daughterofsunset-oto.org/
• body_master@daughterofsunset-oto.org
• secretary@daughterofsunset-oto.org
• treasurer@daughterofsunset-oto.org

Ontario
Toronto - Amon Ra Lodge

• http://www.amonralodge.org/
• Amonralodgemaster@rogers.com
• amon-ralodgesecretary@oath.com

Québec
Montréal - Mystic Rose Oasis

• http://www.facebook.com/OrdoTempliOrientisMontreal
• fraterliber@gmail.com
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